Thé@Eirst Mission ta the Last Planet

NASA’s New Hori28iisiis. designed to help is understand worlds at the edge

of our solar systém=—makingithe first reconnaissance of Pluto and its moon,

Charon—and venturing deeper into the.distant, mysterious Kuiper Belt.

Science at the Frontier

Pluto is the largest body in the “third zone® of oursolarsystem known as the Kuiper Belt,
populated by smaller, bjects different from the rocky inner planets or the outer

The National Academy-of Sciences named the exploration of'this zone—particularly Pl
Charon—as a high priority.

Ancient Relics

Known as “ice dwarfs,” Kuiper Belt worlds are planetary embrygs, ancient relics thatfiormed
more than 4 billion ye go. Because they are literally the b ut.of which the larger planets
accumulated, the ice dwarfs can teach us much about'planetary formation—and New Horizons
plans to investigate those building blocks. T

Binary Planet

Charon is half the size of Pluto; together they form d 'hmarl' planet” whose gravitational balance
point is between the two bodies. Although bi 5 are thought to be common in
the galaxy, New Horizons would be the first mission to any binary object.

Seeds of Life

The Kuiper Belt is a major source of comets, which have i ted Earth throughout its history.

New Horl:uns can thd hght on the nurnber si rs" by cataloging the various
i e knn\"n to L.Ol"lt"!il"l organir.
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